[Role of dominant motivation in producing the effects of electric stimulation of hypothalamo-limbic structures].
The experiments were made on cats with electrodes chronically implanted in the hypothalamus and the amygdala. The effects of electrical stimulation of the points from which the food reactions were initially evoked, were transformed into an avoidance reaction, if stimulation was applied in surroundings where the animals had previously received pain stimuli. Defensive reactions to stimulation of the hypothalamus and amygdala changed to alimentary reactions if the same stimulation was presented to hungry cats in conditions of repetitive feeding. A conclusion has been drawn that the elements of the hypothalamo-limbic structures have plastic properties and may be involved in different forms of behaviour, depending on current motivation and learning.